
SHRI ASHOK KUMAR BISWAS

 Shri Ashok Kumar Biswas is a thriving folk artist from Bihar, who has consecrated 
five decades of his life towards reviving Tikuli Art, an ancient craft dating back to the 
Mauryan period, by transforming it into the form of a folk painting and providing gratis 
training to uplift the women of rural and sub-urban areas of Bihar.

2. Born on 3  October, 1956 at Rohtas, Bihar, Shri Biswas was exposed to financial rd

struggles at an early age. He acquainted himself with painting while working with his elder 
brother in a shop of sign boards. After being skillfully trained from the Shilp Anusandhan 
Sansthan, Patna in 1973, he devotionally committed himself to the elevation of the fading 
Tikuli Art. His mentors, Shri Upendra Maharathi (Padma Shri awardee) and Shri Lai Babu 
Gupta, two of the prominent artists of Bihar guided him on the path of revival of the age-old 
craft.

3. While its origin lies in intricate 'bindis' which have graced women's foreheads since 
eons, Shri Biswas transformed it into a rich and refined folk painting of Bihar, which 
emerged as a significant promoter of women empowerment too. Approximately 8000 women 
have been trained by him, out of which a multitude earn their livelihood with their 
creativity.

4. In the 1982 Asian Games, the then Prime Minister of India chose Shri Biswas's Tikuli 
Paintings as the official gift for all the participating athletes from across the globe. He has 
represented Bihar in more than 100 exhibitions all over India, and has also represented 
India at various international exhibitions. Through his dedication, Tikuli painting is now a 
part of both, the 'Make in India' Movement and 'One District, One Product' Movement. He 
has held numerous incredible workshops notably, under the Guru Shishya Parampara 
Scheme; All India Workshop on Folk Art; Visual Arts of Bihar, EZCC-all by the Ministry of 
Culture, Government of India. He has also conducted countless training programmes like 
those under the Kaushal Vikas Mission, Government of India; by the Ministry of MSME, 
Government of India; others held by the Government of Bihar; and furthermore in schools, 
universities and organisations to connect more and more people with this flourishing folk 
art. His Tikuli paintings adorn the walls of the Bihar Museum, the Secretariat; the Chief 
Minister's Office; EZCC Headquarters; Ministry of Culture, Government of India 
Headquarters and a plethora of other esteemed offices and embellished homes. 

5. Shri Biswas has been awarded by numerous organisations for his extraordinary 
contributions towards the folk art. He was honoured with the State Award in 2008 by the 
Government of Bihar; the Kala Shri Award by the Government of India in 2009; Gold Medal 
in IHGF Delhi Fair in 2020; felicitation by the Ministry of Culture, Government of India and 
by the Governors of Bihar; appreciation awards by the Royal Government of Bhutan at the 
9  SAARC Fair; and scores of other prestigious awards and felicitations. th
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 cÜ Jh v'kksd dqekj f okl fcgkj ds ,d laiUu yksd dykdkj gSa] ftUgksaus fcgkj ds xzkeh.k vkSj mi&'kgjh {ks=ksa 
dh efgykvksa ds mRFkku ds fy, yksd fp=dyk ds :i esa cnyko ykrs gq, vkSj fu%'kqYd çf'k{k.k çnku djrs gq, ekS;Z 
dkyhu çkphu f'kYi fVdqyh dyk dks iqutÊfor djus ds fy, vius thou ds ikap n'kd U;kSNkoj fd, gSaA 

2 cÜ- fnukad 3 vDVwcj] 1956 dks jksgrkl] fcgkj esa tUes] Jh f okl dks de mez esa gh xjhch ls tw>uk iM+kA 
lkbu cksMZ dh ,d nqdku esa vius cM+s HkkÃ ds lkFk dke djrs gq, mudk fp=dyk ls ifjp; gqvkA o"kZ 1973 esa f'kYi 
vuqlaèkku laLFkku] iVuk ls dq'kyrkiwoZd çf'kf{kr gksus ds ckn] mUgksaus yqIr gks pqdh fVdqyh dyk dks 'kh"kZ rd 
igqapkus ds fy, leÆir :i ls Lo;a dks çfrc) fd;kA muds laj{kd] fcgkj ds nks çeq[k dykdkjksa Jh misUæ egkjFkh 
¼in~e Jh fotsrk½ vkSj Jh ykÃ ckcw xqIrk us lfn;ksa iqjkus f'kYi dyk ds iqu#)kj ds fy, mudk iFk&çn'kZu fd;kA 

3- tcfd] bldh mRifÙk tfVy *Çcnh* ls gqÃ gS] ftlus lfn;ksa ls efgykvksa ds ekFks dh 'kksHkk c<+kÃ gS] Jh 
f okl us bls fcgkj dh ,d le)̀ ,oa ifj"—r yksd fp=dyk esa cny fn;k] tks efgyk l'kähdj.k ds ,d egRoiw.kZ cÜ
çorZd ds :i esa Hkh mHkjhA muds }kjk yxHkx 8000 efgykvksa dks çf'kf{kr fd;k x;k gS] ftuesa ls cgqla[; efgyk,a 
bl jpukRedrk ls viuh vkthfodk dek jgh gSaA 

4- o"kZ 1982 ds ,f'k;kÃ [ksyksa esa] Hkkjr ds rRdkyhu çèkkuea=h us nqfu;k Hkj ls Hkkx ysus okys lHkh f[kykfM+;ksa ds 
fy, vkSipkfjd migkj ds :i esa Jh f okl dh fVdqyh fp=dyk dks pqukA mUgksaus iwjs Hkkjr esa 100 ls vfèkd cÜ
çn'kZfu;ksa esa fcgkj dk çfrfufèkRo fd;k gS vkSj fofHkUu varjjk"Vªh; çn'kZfu;ksa esa Hkkjr dk çfrfufèkRo Hkh fd;k gSA 
muds leiZ.k ds tfj;s] fVdqyh fp=dyk vc *esd bu bafM;k* vfHk;ku vkSj *ou fMfLVªDV] ou çksMDV* vfHk;ku  
nksuksa dk fgLlk cu xÃ gSA mUgksaus xq# f'k"; ijEijk ;kstuk ds varxZr fo'ks"k :i ls dÃ vrqY; dk;Z'kkyk,a vk;ksftr 
dh gSa & tSls fd vf[ky Hkkjrh; yksd dyk dk;Z'kkyk( fcgkj dh –'; dyk] ÃtsMlhlh&bu lHkh dk vk;kstu 
laL—fr ea=ky;] Hkkjr ljdkj ds ekè;e ls fd;k x;k gSA mUgksaus dkS'ky fodkl fe'ku] Hkkjr ljdkj ds rgr( 
,e,l,eÃ ea=ky;] Hkkjr ljdkj }kjk vk;ksftr çf'k{k.k dk;ZØe( fcgkj ljdkj }kjk vk;ksftr vU; dk;ZØe( vkSj 
blds vykok Ldwyksa] foÜofo|ky;ksa vkSj laxBuksa esa T;knk ls T;knk yksxksa dks bl Qyrh&Qwyrh yksd dyk ls tksM+us 
ds fy, vufxur çf'k{k.k dk;ZØe Hkh vk;ksftr fd, gSaA mudh fVdqyh fp=dyk fcgkj laxzgky;] lfpoky;] 
eq[;ea=h dk;kZy;] ÃtsMlhlh eq[;ky;( laL—fr ea=ky;] Hkkjr ljdkj eq[;ky; vkSj vU; çfrf"Br dk;kZy;ksa vkSj 
vya—r Hkouksa dh nhokjksa dh  'kksHkk c<+k jgh gSa A 

 cÜ5- Jh f okl dks yksd dyk ds çfr muds vlkèkkj.k ;ksxnku ds fy, dÃ laxBuksa }kjk iqjLdkj fd;k x;k gSA 
mUgsa o"kZ 2008 esa fcgkj ljdkj }kjk jkT; iqjLdkj( o"kZ 2009 esa Hkkjr ljdkj }kjk dyk Jh iqjLdkj( o"kZ 2020 esa 
vkÃ,pth,Q fnYyh esys esa Lo.kZ ind( laL—fr ea=ky;] Hkkjr ljdkj vkSj fcgkj ds jkT;ikyksa }kjk lEeku( 9osa lkdZ 
esys esa HkwVku dh 'kkgh ljdkj }kjk ç'kalk iqjLdkj( vkSj dÃ vU; çfrf"Br iqjLdkj vkSj lEeku çnku fd, x,A
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